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Our purpose is 
to help individuals 
grow abilities, 
shatter barriers, 
and shine bright.



Welcome to the spring edition of the Connections Newsletter! We’d like 
to introduce Jackie Hirt, who has graciously stepped in as interim Board 
President for the Redwood Foundation. Jackie has been volunteering 
with Redwood and she and her husband Denny have been for many 
years. We are thankful for her willingness to take on this position.
 
In this edition, you will learn about young philanthropists and volunteers 
who are actively showing their love of mankind and are supporting 
Redwood in the process. We’ve also featured stories on how Redwood 
supports working parents, smart home technology, and promotes 
reading in our new library. 

The Redwood Express and The Annual Celebration of Abilities, our two 
big events for 2022, are coming up on March 4 and June 17. Be sure to 
save the date and consider nominating someone for an award!

No edition would be complete without a huge THANK YOU to our 
donors, corporate sponsors and supporters. Each year, we need to fill 
a gap as state and local funding is insufficient to cover the rising costs 
of doing business, especially now as inflation rates are higher than they 
have been in decades. You make our mission possible. 

As we kick off this year, we are excited to be looking at new opportunities 
for partnerships and collaborations that will begin our journey to grow 
and expand our services to new populations in new areas. We look 
forward to sharing these successes as they become reality. 

Sincerely, 
Sharon Fusco, Jeff Hassan, and Jackie Hirt

CEO/PRESIDENT’S LETTER

It’s simple. Without you, we cannot grow, thrive and 
ensure Redwood’s future. 

Thank you for investing in Redwood’s mission through in kind 
gifts, financial support and corporate sponsorships. Space 
prevents us from listing all of our awesome supporters here. 
A complete list of investors, individuals and corporations is 
on our website at redwoodnky.org.
Thank you for being Redwood Champions!

YOU MAKE OUR MISSION POSSIBLE

O U R  M I S S I O N

GROWING ABILITIES THROUGH 
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGIES
Technology is fundamentally changing what it means to have 
a disability, and Redwood is on the leading edge of this 
work. Redwood’s Assistive Technology Resource Center, 
or ATRC, recently partnered with the Kentucky Assistive 
Technology Services Network to learn how smart home 
technology can help individuals with disabilities shatter 
barriers. My New Kentucky Smart Home is funded by a 
grant from the Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation. The 
program provides a 90-day loan of smart home equipment to 
Kentuckians with paralyzing conditions to try before they buy it.

Redwood client Katherine Baker, was the first Kentuckian to 
trial smart home technology through the program. Katherine was 
diagnosed with Rett Syndrome, an extremely rare neurological disorder 
that affects girls, and for her, means mobility issues. Katherine received 
two Echo Dots, four smart plugs, a tower fan, griddle and coffee maker, Sesame smart lock, 
Ring video doorbell and smart lightbulbs.

“Technology leads to independence,” said Donna Bloemer, Katherine’s mom. “Redwood has been 
instrumental in helping Kat and this is just another example of them going above and beyond. I 
was excited to be selected, and I think Kat is fortunate to have the opportunity to try these smart 
home items.” 

While the family is responsible for setting up the items, Redwood team members were available 
to help troubleshoot any issues. This role is not new to Redwood as the ATRC has been helping 
families implement technology for many years. 

“Redwood has adapted as technology has changed and uses it to help their clients reach their full 
potential,” Bloemer said. “It is incredible. I think this program will have a lasting impact.”

If you or someone you know is interested in trying smart home technology to assist with 
mobility issues or paralysis, please contact Redwood’s ATRC for more information 
at (859) 331-0880.

“Redwood has adapted as technology has changed and 
uses it to help their clients reach their full potential.”

SHARON FUSCO
CEO/President, Redwood

JEFF HASSAN
Redwood Board President

JACKIE HIRT
Redwood Foundation Board President

2022 Booze Breakfast serves up donations that support our fundraising efforts

Redwood guides children and adults with severe and multiple 
disabilities to achieve independence and reach their highest 

potential throughout their lives by providing enriching 
educational, therapeutic, and vocational services.



REDWOOD’S ONE-STOP APPROACH SUPPORTS 
WORKING FAMILIES
When they decided to start their family years ago, Traci and Lawrence Bedford moved to 
Edgewood, Ky., to take advantage of better educational options for their future children. About 18 
months after their son, Lawrence Jr., was born, they noticed he was having difficulty speaking. Their 
first thought was to get him into a daycare facility to see if that might help.

They quickly found most centers were not equipped to help Lawrence, and that’s when a friend 
suggested the family contact Redwood. In June 2020, Traci enrolled both Lawrence and his brother 
Callan.

Lawrence has been diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder. When he started, he was nonverbal. 
Today, a little more than 18 months later, he’s speaking in short sentences thanks to the therapies 
he receives at Redwood. As she witnesses the changes in both Lawrence and Callan, Traci realizes, 
“This is where they’re supposed to be.”

Knowing that Redwood is providing her children with great care has been 
instrumental in allowing Traci and her husband to continue their 

careers as well.

“Redwood takes that stress out of your life, and I can 
definitely say we couldn’t have asked for a better or safer 
place to have our children to allow us to pursue our 
careers,” she says.

  

The full range of services in one place allows caregivers 
and parents the ability to go to work each day knowing 

that their loved one is in good hands receiving all the 
services and care they need.

Traci shares her perspective that an investment in Redwood is 
a smart choice. “Lawrence started as a nonverbal two-and-a-half-

year-old child. He’s going on three and a half and we now have four-
word sentences. That’s a huge, huge success to not just Lawrence, but us as parents. We credit that 
to Redwood,” she says.

“...we couldn’t have asked for a better
 or safer place to have our children...”

When a Northern Kentucky family lost their young son, they 
hoped the assistive technology they had purchased for 
him could be used to benefit another family. They contacted 
Redwood’s Assistive Technology Resource Center (ATRC) and 
donated a number of items, including a Likorall overhead lift system.

The ATRC librarian worked with a vendor to gather safety information and listed 
it on the Kentucky Assistive Technology Locator (katsnet.at4all.com), an online lending library and 
exchange site for assistive technology. Items listed on this site are available throughout the state of 
Kentucky at regional centers and program sites, like Redwood.

In Barbourville, Ky., Tina and Bill Mills had been searching for a ceiling lift and found the listing for 
the Likorall overhead lift system and contacted Redwood. Tina’s son, Alex, who is in his early 20s, 
had suffered from two strokes and is bedridden. Lifting him was difficult, even with a floor lift. The 
overhead lift system was the perfect solution at no cost for his family.

This was all made possible because of one family’s donation. If you would like to donate to 
Redwood, or would like to know more about Redwood’s ATRC, please contact Julie Roell at
jjustice@redwoodnky.org.

Josh Rohling accepted a position at Redwood because we were able to accommodate his physical 
disability. He has cerebral palsy. But within five months, he has proven that his positive attitude and 
action will make him successful. Josh is a COVID-19 health screener for Adult Services, where he 
meets every client with a smile. Josh is often the one found lifting others with a cheery email or a 
kind word. It’s no wonder that his favorite quote is, “Success seems to be connected with action. 
Successful people keep moving. They make mistakes, but they don’t quit.” – Conrad Hilton 

We’re proud of the work Josh does at Redwood. He proves every day that people with distinct abilities 
shatter barriers and shine bright!

POSITIVE ATTITUDE AND ACTION MAKES ONE CLIENT 
SUCCESSFUL AT WORK

REDWOOD HELPS FAMILIES 
CONNECT WITH DONATED 
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY

LOOKING FOR ROCK STAR WANNABES!
Redwood employees are rock stars!  

We’re looking for people to join our 
team who are passionate about 
making a difference and who like 
to work where miracles happen 
every day. 

We offer many benefits, and our 
culture is mission-driven, 
relationship-focused and joy-filled. 

Check out our website to learn 
more redwoodnky.org/careers. 



Meet Robert “Doc” Boyer
Doc volunteers in Redwood’s 
Pre-School Room. A retired 
emergency room physician 
from St. Elizabeth, Doc says 
he volunteers to wake up in the 
morning with a cause. 

“What’s better than working 
with innocent children?” 
asks Doc. 

Every time we check in on him, 
we find him in some sort of 
costume, playing with the kids. 
Thanks Doc, for being a part of 
the Redwood Team!

When Alison Winburn saw her friend Charlie on the news, she was moved to action. The story was 
about Redwood’s new library and its need for books to fill the shelves. Alison spearheaded a book 
drive at her school, collecting nearly 200 books. That same story also drove Ellie Mahaffey to donate 
more than 50 books. 

When Addy, Royce and Evey Eubank became Principals for a Day at their school, they decided to 
raise money for Redwood by allowing students who donate to Redwood to wear pajamas to school. 
These young people, with big hearts, show that heroes come in all ages. 

Thank you to Alison, Ellie, Addy, Royce and Evey for being Redwood Champions!

REDWOOD’S YOUNGEST CHAMPIONS MAKE 
THE BIGGEST IMPACT

The Redwood Express is back with more auction 
items, music and good times than ever before! It’s 
our 40th year hosting the region’s premier event and 
we want you to join us.

Enjoy live music by The Sly Band, a plated dinner and open 
bar, raffles and more! Meet host and emcee, JonJon from 
KISS 107.1. Bring your competitive spirit and bidding paddle 
as David Wallace from Heritage Bank auctions off a variety of 
unique items.

The Express raises money to support Redwood in its mission to 
help children and adults shatter barriers to full inclusion. Tickets 
to Redwood Express are $150.

Redwood is grateful to our presenting sponsor, Heritage Bank, 
for supporting the ruby anniversary of the Express.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

ALL YOU NEEDS IS A BOOK
A book, according to Dr. Seuss, is all you need to find 
“magic wherever you look.” Redwood is pleased to bring
Dr. Seuss and a plethora of other authors to our children 
through a new on-campus library opening in February

After all, Seuss also says, “The more that you read, the more 
things you will know. The more that you learn, the more 
places you’ll go.” 

Special thanks to Graydon for leading the first book drive 
and to the Millstone Foundation for providing the funding 
necessary to renovate the space for this great new addition 
to Redwood. 

“This library provides a print-rich environment for our 
children, which is essential for their growth and development,” 
               - Katrina Proud, Director of Children Services

BOOZE BREAKFAST SPONSORS
Jim’s Beverage  |  PeeWees

BRONZE SPONSORS

VonLehman CPA & Advisory Firm  |  Barnes Dennig

MARCH 4, 2022
6 – 11 P.M.

MUSIC HALL

Scan the QR Code
to buy tickets.



At Redwood, we focus on what people can do. That’s why we are taking time out to shine 
a spotlight on abilities. On June 17, join us for the inaugural Celebration of Abilities: 

Redwood @ the Reds. Tickets include admission to the game, fireworks, food and fun! 
Tickets can be purchased online at redwoodnky.org/events. 

We are looking for heroes who are growing abilities, shattering barriers, and 
shining bright.
 
  Do you know an individual or organization that is actively helping people overcome      

    their disabilities and grow their abilities?
  Nominate them for the GROWING ABILITIES award. 

  Do you know an employer who is employing people with distinct abilities?  

    Nominate them for the SHATTERING BARRIERS award. 

  Do you know an adult or child with distinct abilities who has shattered barriers?   
        Nominate them for the SHINING BRIGHT award. 

 

HOME RUN SPONSORS
GRAND SLAM SPONSORSWORLD SERIES 

SPONSOR

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME SPONSORS
VonLehman CPA  & Advisory Firm  |   Barnes Dennig

CELEBRATION OF ABILITIES – CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

REDWOOD
71 Orphanage Rd.
Fort Mitchell, KY 41017
859.321.0880
www.RedwoodNKY.org

Nominations are due March 31. 
Nomination information is available here: bit.ly/RedwoodCelebration


